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Intr oduce your self . . .

. . . and tell us what do YOU know and feel about word
processing

CraSH footnotes
page breaking page layout my-thesis.tex
.rtf .doc WYSI-MOL-

WYG
photos print out �le not found

text WYDIWYG
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Diff erent kinds of layout for each

medieval book

letter newspaper
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Professional layout

Text + Layout

text is written by: poets, journalists, scientists
layout is done by: designers, typesetters, printers
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What we use to read/write inf orma-
tion stored as computer data

text-editor s to read and write text or �le-f ormat
�les formats myletter.tex, �le .txt, �ne .rtf, crash.doc,
index.html
browser mozilla, netscape, opera, lynx. . .
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File formats and text layout

ASCII text editors: vim, xemacs, nano, pico, joe
ending �le-f ormat viewer

.dvi device independent xdvi

.ps postscript gv

.pdf portable document format gv, acroread

.html hypertext markup language lynx, mozilla

.rtf rich text format ted
Type ls -s and compare the size of the �les!
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The two main layout concepts of
word processing programs

WYDIWYG — de�ne layout and compile with a
”layout-expert” program

WYSI-MOL-WYG — layout with mouseclick
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The structure of a LATEX �le

�

documentclass[option s]

�

cla ssn ame

�

usepackage ...
more settings

begin document
here you type all you can imagine like
hello world and whatever

end document
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Chang e a document

� open etc.tex �le with an editor of your choice

type text in etc.tex

save the �le etc.tex

compile typing latex etc.tex in a shell

type ls -l to �nd out what �les you have
produced

have a look at etc.dvi typing xdvi etc.dvi
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Star t document-structuring

� add headings with

�

section

�

name
�

when do you get a line break?

�nd out how to start a new paragraph

compile
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Special character s and math mode

� open xtem

�nd out how to write several greek letters between
latin font

interested in equations?

different prede�ned styles – article, report, letter,
book

ask what you need to know more!
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What do we need to use LATEX

� LATEX installed

an ASCII-editor

viewer for ps-, pdf- or dvi-�les

a shell to compile our document

optional: xtem – helpdesk for TEX and LATEX

optional: TK LATEX Editor and ktexmaker2

conversion-utilities like tex2html, dvi2ps, dvi2pdf,
tex2rtf, tex2ascii,
ascii2pdf,. . . (http://freshmeat.net)
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And if you want to practice LATEX ?

There are a lot of manuals and intros on the web.

I recommend to continue with the online-LATEX-course
of Isabelle Hurbain which is done over email and can
be found at:

http://www.isabelle-hurbain.com/ ,
http://www.linuxchix.org ,
http://genderchangers.org/usr/bin/
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